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Congratulations to Peggy who celebrated her 
103rd birthday last weekend. 

She thanks everyone at the Tab for the stunning 
pink floral arrangement, birthday cards, greet-
ings and special messages. Peggy thoroughly 
enjoyed her birthday and is a well loved lady 
and an inspiration to many. 

Jenny, Andy and family are very proud of her. 

 

Prayer chain February 
Diana Davis 01453 762373   
E mail: dianacd8@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quotation 
“Sometimes, reaching out and taking someone's hand                        

is the beginning of a journey. 
At other times, it is allowing another to take yours.” 

Vera Nazarian,   

Together we serve 

Together we serve, 
united by love, 
inviting God's world to the glorious feast. 
We work and we pray 
through sorrow and joy, 
extending your love to the last and the least. 
 
We seek to become 
a beacon of hope, 
a lamp for the heart and a light for the feet. 
We learn, year by year, 
to let love shine through 
until we see Christ in each person we meet. 
 
We welcome the scarred, 
the wealthy, the poor, 
the busy, the lonely, and all who need care. 
We offer a home 
to those who will come, 
our hands quick to help, our hearts ready to 
dare. 
 
Together, by grace, 
we witness and work, 
remembering Jesus, in whom we grow strong. 
Together we serve 
in Spirit and truth, 
remembering love is the strength of our song. 
 
Daniel Charles Damon 
Words © 1998 Hope Publishing Compa-
ny  

 
This week 
Service at Rodborough Tab  
Sunday Feb 6th  
Rev Eric Massey HC 
As Covid restrictions have now been relaxed, 
we will now be serving coffee in the hall after 
services. 
 
 
 
 
Flowers this week have 
been gifted by Diana Davis in 
memory of her Mum & Dad 
 

Love and best 
wishes from us 
all at the Tab to   
Caroline Moxey  
who will be    
celebrating her   
birthday on     
Friday 



 

Tension. 

There is a lot of tension in the world just now. Nations are arguing, resources are shrinking, weapons are be-
coming ever more devastating and the propensity to use them is growing. 

We must ask ourselves why is there so much anger in the world we share?   We might be surprised to find 
that the situation was not so different in the times of Jesus.  

Nations were discovering and conquering. Empires were rising and falling, armies were often on the march, 
new ships were bringing warriors to new places.  

More power, more wealth, are the drivers of such a world, and in the process the people are distressed and 
the planet destroyed. 

Easing tension can only come about through conversation, an unending conversation that is not only left to 
the politicians, party leaders, presidents, kings and queens. 

We too must play a part in opening the conversations perhaps by taking hold of jubilee, learning how to   cele-
brate by sharing, by forgiving long standing debts, by uplifting those who share this life to the place of equality 
and by developing a love for the planet. 

Give some thought to the tensions we experience and share your thoughts in our next café church.   

Eric  Massey 

 

Turning to One Another 
There is no power greater than a community  

discovering what it cares about. 
Ask: “What’s possible?” not “What’s wrong?”  

Keep asking. 
Notice what you care about. 

Assume that many others share your dreams. 
Be brave enough to start a conversation that matters. 

Talk to people you know. 
Talk to people you don’t know. 

Talk to people you never talk to. 
Be intrigued by the differences you hear.    

Expect to be surprised. 
Treasure curiosity more than certainty. 

Invite in everybody who cares to work on what’s possible. 
Acknowledge that everyone is an expert about something. 
Know that creative solutions come from new connections. 
Remember, you don’t fear people whose story you know. 

Real listening always brings people closer together. 
Trust that meaningful conversations can change your world. 

Rely on human goodness. 
Stay together. 

       Margaret Wheatley 
   

 

Candlemass  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Snowdrops, also known as Candlemas Bells,  
   symbolize hope.  

Dove Orchid Or Holy Ghost Orchid  

 
Candlemas is a Christian holiday celebrated annually on 
February 2. It celebrates three occasions according to 
Christian belief: the presentation of the child Jesus;    
Jesus’ first entry into the temple; and it celebrates the 
Virgin Mary’s purification (mainly in Catholic churches) 
 
Christians consider Jesus as the “light of the world” so it 
is fitting that candles are blessed on this day and that a 
candle-lit procession precedes the mass. It is traditional 
to eat crepes on Candlemas in some parts of Europe, 
such as France. Each family member prepares and 
cooks a crepe while holding a coin in hand. This is     
believed to assure wealth and happiness until the next 
Candlemas celebration. 
 
Source: www.timeanddate.com 
 
 
 

Candlemass  



 

To make you Think 

Potatoes, Eggs, and Coffee Beans 
Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her life was miserable and that she didn ’t know 
how she was going to make it. She was tired of fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as one   
problem was solved, another one soon followed. 

Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots with water and placed each on a high fire.    
Once the three pots began to boil, he placed potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground coffee 
beans in the third pot. 

He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his daughter. The daughter, moaned and impatiently 
waited, wondering what he was doing. 

After twenty minutes he turned off the burners. He took the potatoes out of the pot and placed them in a 
bowl. He pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. 

He then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. Turning to her he asked. “Daughter, what do you see?” 

“Potatoes, eggs, and coffee,” she hastily replied. 

“Look closer,” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and noted that they were soft. He then asked her to 
take an egg and break it. After pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he asked her    
to sip the coffee. Its rich aroma brought a smile to her face. 

“Father, what does this mean?” she asked. 

He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans had each faced the same adversity– the    
boiling water. 

However, each one reacted differently. 

The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling water, it became soft and weak. 

The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid interior until it was put in the boiling water. 
Then the inside of the egg became hard. 

However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they were exposed to the boiling water, they changed 
the water and created something new. 

“Which are you,” he asked his daughter. “When adversity knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are 
you a potato, an egg, or a coffee bean? “ 

 

In life, things happen around us, things happen to us, but the only thing that truly matters is what happens 
within us. 

 

To make you Smile  
 
Paddy was at the airport going through Customs. 

Customs:  What have you got in those two sacks on your shoulders.? 
Paddy:  Oh just a lot of mobile phones. 
Customs:  So why so many mobile phones.? 
Paddy:  Well on my travels I had a call from my mate Mick, He told me that he was starting up a Jazz 
  Band, and could I bring him back two Saxophones.  


