
From:  URC Communications <update@urc-news.org.uk>
To:  peter255@btinternet.com
Date:  Nov 4, 2021 8:50:05 AM
Subject: URC News Update November 2021

Here's your latest edition of News Update |    View in browser

News Update                                   
  November 2021

"Climate crisis demands deep-seated transformations" say
faith leaders

In a letter to G20 leaders, global religious leaders representing half a billion Christians in more than

100 countries warned that rising global temperatures will have increasingly disastrous consequences

on impoverished and vulnerable communities that contribute least to the climate crisis. The letter,

organised by the World Council of Churches of which the United Reformed Church (URC) is a member,

was written just before the start of COP26, taking place from 31 October to 12 November in Glasgow.

In it, the faith leaders state: “Many of our congregations are already experiencing devastating and

intensifying climate impacts and many are also responding with concrete actions and proposals,”

reads the letter. “The root cause of the climate emergency is the current development model and

ideology that is founded upon fossil fuel-driven economic growth.” Read the letter in full here.
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The autumn meeting of the Assembly Executive is taking place at High Leigh Conference Centre from

22-24 November. At General Assembly 2021, the name of Mission Council was changed to Assembly

Executive and will meet once a year to reflect on the life of the Church and make decisions about its

day-to-day life. All papers will be available here. A round up of the business discussed and decisions

made will be available in the Dec-Jan issue of News Update.

Leaders warn of Bill's chilling effect

Religious, faith and belief groups have urged the government to rethink the controversial Police,

Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill. In a scathing letter, published in the Independent, the leaders,

including the Revd Clare Downing, Moderator of the URC General Assembly, warned of the “chilling

effect” the Bill could have on “millions who put their faith or belief into practice” and declare it

‘unacceptable in a democratic society.’ Read more.

Drag Queens take over Cardiff church
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The drag community will once again come together to raise money for St Andrew's United Reformed

Church in Roath, Cardiff. Previous events, are sponsored by CPS Homes, have so far raised more than

£12,000 with the first event taking place in December 2018. St Andrew's URC on Wellfield Road, built

in 1898, needs to raise funds for its long-term project of much needed repair work for many parts of

the building to be able to continue supporting its congregation as well as the support it gives to many

community groups. Determined to help the church, Wayne Courtney, an NHS nurse in his day job,

and Nathan Wyburn, who's known for his artwork made out of unusual materials, are both dedicated

fundraisers for St Andrew's and have once again set themselves the task of organising the hugely

popular event which this year takes place on 7 December. Read more.

New Chair of GEAR announced

The Revd Matt Stone, based in Rotherham in the Yorkshire Synod, has been named the new Chair of

Group for Evangelism and Renewal (GEAR) within the URC. The news comes after the Revd Brian

Harley, stood down after 20 years leading the network. Matt took up the role last month. Brian said:

"With all the changes that have happened over the last eighteen months and the new season of

opportunity that is emerging, it feels like the right time for someone fresh to pick up and develop this

important work. I am absolutely delighted that Matt has agreed to take up the challenge and to lead

the committee into the coming years." A big thanks to Brian for his years leading the service.

Farewell to Francis
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Francis Brienen, the URC Deputy General Secretary (Mission), is to leave her post in April 2022.

Francis will be returning to the Netherlands after many years of life in the UK and many years of

service to the denomination both as Secretary for Mission, and then Deputy General Secretary

(Mission). The Revd Dr John Bradbury, URC General Secretary, said: "We will miss Francis hugely –

her contribution to our life over many years has been great."

Send in your inspirational stories

If you have a good news story from the past 50 years that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work

in action then please let URC Communications know. For the URC’s 50th anniversary, the team is

seeking stories that reflect your favourite memories about the denomination. Please email the team

here.

Ideas for single people at Christmas

Christmas can be a hard time for many single people, especially if they don’t have wider family to

spend the day with. Single Friendly Church offer ideas for your church on how to make the festive

season a joyful time for the single people in your community. Read more.

Scottish College rebrand

The Scottish College, a URC and Congregational Federation Resource Centre for Learning, has been

newly established as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation, and has begun to operate as

the formal legal structure underpinning college life. Read more.

Remembrance resources
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Special hymn available

Roo Stewart, URC Church and Society Programme Support Officer, and Debs Brooks, wife of the Revd

Philip Brooks, URC Secretary for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, have recorded a hymn specially

written for Remembrance. For the Beauty of the Somme was written by Pfarrer Martin Henninger,

Minister of the Lutherkirche in Frankenthal, and the Revd Dr David Pickering, Minister of Emmanuel

URC and Elmers End Free Church, following their joint pilgrimage to the Somme in 2018. The hymn is

freely available for use by local churches and people connected with the URC. Listen to the song and

watch the video here.

Remembrance Sunday resources

To help Remembrance Sunday, which takes place on 14 November, Churches Together in Britain and

Ireland has produced Remembrance Sunday materials which are available to download or order,

including an order of service, Powerpoint presentations, and free ebook versions of Beyond Our

Tears: Resources for Times of Remembrance. Access the resources here. A free copy of 'Looking

back, looking forward', a URC resource, is available here.

Videos explore Pioneer Ministry

Westminster College, one of the URC's Resources Centres for Learning, equips people for Pioneer

Ministry. What is Pioneer Ministry exactly? Through a series of videos, produced by the URC Mission

Team, find out more about Church Without Walls, Forest Church and Pioneer Playhouse.

Download or print News Update

A downloadable version of News Update, formatted for print, and for churches to cut and paste into

church newsletters will be available with a week of this edition being published. Please check here.

Share your good news

If you have a good news story that can inspire, raise hope or show God's work in action then please

let URC Communications know. We would love to help share your news across the denomination and

in local news outlets. Email the team here.

This month in Reform magazine
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There’s so much going on in the URC this month. November’s Reform includes reports of no fewer

than three that have won awards, from care for creation to community repair workshops. There is

also the story of a growing new church in Thamesmead. Meg Warner of Northern College takes us

through a bumbling prophecy, climate activist Ruth Jarman explains why she’s sitting in the road, and

columnist Sheila Maxey is haunted by gloomy hymns. If you don’t get Reform at the moment, email

the team to claim your free NU reader’s sample copy. Or subscribe here to stay informed about

what’s going on!

Please order online using the URC Bookshop’s new easy-to-use website www.urcshop.co.uk or by

calling 020 7916 8629.

The 2021 Advent Box for churches to give to families is called Come and See, and is now available to

pre-order. Like last year’s sold out Advent kit, it is full of activities with things to do, explore, think

about, make and pray about. To keep costs down, there are two options: a DIY kit which you can

make up (£5.50 each) or a kit that’s been assembled (£7 each). Find out more here.
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URC Buildings Calendar 2022 - Featuring dozens of images from URC buildings from the length

and breadth of the URC, this new calendar makes an ideal gift for ministers, members, families,

friends or for anyone connected (or not connected) to the URC. Each month contains spaces for your

own appointments and notes along with notable calendar dates, religious festivals, URC-specific dates

and events and Bank Holidays. £3.99 + p&p. While stocks last.

Prayer Handbook - It is 50 years since the URC came into being. Recognising this significant

milestone, Jubilee: Freed to Live! is the theme for the 2022 URC Prayer Handbook. Available in A5

standard and A4 lectern editions. £5.49-£10.99 +p&p. While stocks last.
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Love Joy Peace - A pack of 10 x 14cm square Christmas cards with a multi coloured Love Joy Peace

design. Can be posted using a standard first or second class stamp (not Large Letter). Printed on FSC

paper. Inside the greeting reads: "Wishing you Peace and Joy this Christmas." along with the Bible

verse: "And the angel said to them, 'Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will

be for all the people.’" Luke 2:10 (ESV). Printed in the UK on high quality card. Supporting the

Barnabas Fund. £3.99 +p&p.

Love Came Down At Christmas – Pack of 10 x 16cm square foiled Christmas cards. Can be posted

using a standard first or second class stamp (not Large Letter). Printed on FSC paper. Inside the

greeting reads: "Wishing you Peace and Joy this Christmas." The Bible verse is: "In this the love of

God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live

through him." 1 John 4:9 (ESV). Printed in the UK on high quality card. These cards support various

Christian charities. £4.49 +p&p.   

For more cars, visit www.urcshop.co.uk/christmas

Synod news

North Western
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Congratulations to the URC's Revd Sheila Coop and Revd Jean Hurlston, a CofE minister, who have

received the Queen's Award for Voluntary Service. The award was bestowed on behalf of the Oldham

Street Angels project which is part of the Oldham Town Centre Chaplaincy, which the URC supports.

Oldham’s Street Angels watch over town centre partygoers during the weekend and give a helping

hand. The presentation was made on 6 October by Sir Warren Smith, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Greater

Manchester. 

Southern

Youths from Gillingham URC have made 62 paper boats in support of the action being coordinated by

Christian Aid and the Youth Christian Climate Network for COP26. The boats were sent to Christian

Aid to feature in a relay, that kicked off in Cornwall after the G7 Summit in June, which made its way

across the UK to Glasgow, the host city of COP26, to signify that together, we can all demonstrate

that we care about climate justice and creation and want to see systems change on a global scale.

Wessex



Congratulations to the Revd Dr Michael Hopkins, Minister of the Spire Church Farnham and Elstead

URC, and Clerk of the General Assembly, became the first URC minister to gain a doctorate from the

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Examination in Theology. His 80,000 word thesis on the history of English

Presbyterianism looked at the tension between those who aspired to being a national church and

those who preferred voluntaryism especially. 

Mersey



The Revd Geoff Felton, Mersey Synod Moderator, raised nearly £4,000 for St Helena Hospice in

Colchester by completing the London Marathon. This was Geoff's fourth marathon and, he says,

probably his last!  "It was such a privilege to run with so many other people, who all have their own

reasons for running their race," Geoff said. "It’s also a reminder of the Christian journey that has

many ups and downs to it and involves perseverance and resilience. But the prize at the end makes it

all worthwhile."

What's On

Pray4URC

GEAR is hosting another short series of live online prayer meetings in the run up to Assembly

Executive. These began on 28 October and taking place each Thursday at 8.15pm concluding on 18

November. To take part or to access short encouraging prayer videos to help maintain some

consistent united prayer for our church visit the Facebook page here. 

Pfalz Advent service
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The URC/Pfalz Advent Communion Service takes place online at 6pm on 5 December. It will celebrate

the URC's long-standing partnership with the German churches in the Palatinate region of Germany

and follows on from last year’s successful and well-attended joint Advent Service. The service will be

in English and German, so no-one needs to be bilingual and it is open to all. To register for the link,

please email the team here.

Social Justice 

Faith in Politics

In this season's first episode, the Joint Public Issues Team's Faith in Politics' new hosts, Beth and

Ryan, chat with Conservative MP Derek Thomas about the values of listening, kindness and

truthfulness, and whether there's any integrity left in politics. Listen here.

Recruitment

URC vacancies and beyond

Personal Assistant to Deputy General Secretary (Discipleship)

Term: Permanent, 21 hours per week

Location: Hybrid work - home and Church House

Salary: £19,159

Closing date for applications: 15 November

Volunteer Manager URC Guide & Scout Fellowship National Scout Active Support Unit

Term: n/a

Salary: n/a

Location: Home-based + travel when necessary

Closing date for expressions of interest: 15 November

Administrative Assistant - Children's and Youth Work

Term: Permanent, 14 hours per week

Location: Hybrid worrking - home and Church House

Salary: £10,144

Closing date for applications: 19 November
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Tenancy Manager

Term: Permanent contract, 35 hours per week

Location: Hybrid work - home and Church House

Salary: £40,113

Closing date for applications: 19 November

Repairs and Maintenance Coordinator

Term: Permanent contract, 35 hours per week

Location: London

Salary: £31,319

Closing date for applications: 19 November
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