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Nourishment for Body, mind & Spirit 

 
 

Lord God, 

We pray for our church at Rodborough Tabernacle,  
Called into fellowship with each other we face the    future 
where a new vision is our need. 
Open our eyes to the reality of our situation, 
Open our minds to think what you would have us do. 
Open our ears to hear your gentle whisper,  
and may your Spirit guide us in our thoughts and actions. 
In our humility, grant us the strength to move forward  
walking the way of Jesus, bringing the gospel to the life  
we share with our neighbours. 
Amen           

  

This Week 
 
Sun Oct 10th  
Rodborough Tab  - Rev Eric Massey  
Brockworth - Mike Curtis  

Tues 19th October, 7:30 pm —Zoom prayer time  
Rev Eric Massey 

 

Dates for your diary  

Sunday Oct 31st 7pm  Nailsworth Ecumenical choir 
will be performing the musical Barnabas by Roger Jones 
at Rodborough Tabernacle  
There will be a retiring collection and refreshments will be 
served in the hall afterwards. Offers to make a cake would 
be gratefully welcomed - please contact Jenny Wills if you 
are able to help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flowers for this week have 
been gifted by Hilary & David 
Smith in celebration of their  
wedding anniversary. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The River 

You know a dream is like a river 
Ever changin' as it flows 
And a dreamer's just a vessel 
That must follow where it goes 
Trying to learn from what's behind you 
And never knowing what's in store 
Makes each day a constant battle 
Just to stay between the shores...and 
 
I will sail my vessel 
'Til the river runs dry 
Like a bird upon the wind 
These waters are my sky 
I'll never reach my destination 
If I never try 
So I will sail my vessel 
'Til the river runs dry  

Too many times we stand aside 
And let the waters slip away 
'Til what we put off 'til tomorrow 
Has now become today 
So don't you sit upon the shoreline 
And say you're satisfied 
Choose to chance the rapids 
And dare to dance the tide...yes 

I will sail my vessel……. 

There's bound to be rough waters 
And I know I'll take some falls 
But with the good Lord as my captain 
I can make it through them all...yes 

I will sail my vessel……. 

Victoria Shaw & Garth Brooks  

Thank you  
Carole Oosthuysen would like to thank 
friends at the Tab for the lovely flowers, 
cards and best wishes she received following 
her recent operation. 

 
Prayer Chain contact for Oct:  

Jenny Wills 01453 763984   
email: j_m_wills@hotmail.com 
 

Quotation 
Forests, lakes, and rivers, clouds and winds, stars and flowers, stupendous 

glaciers and crystal snowflakes - every form of animate or inanimate          
existence, leaves its impress upon the soul of man.”-  

Orison Swett Marden 



 
  

To make you Smile 

An 80 year old lady was being interviewed by the local news station because she had just got married – for 
the fourth time. 
 
The interviewer asked her questions about her life, about what it felt like to be marrying again at 80,.. 
and then about her new husband’s occupation. 
 
“He’s a funeral director,” she answered. “Interesting,” the newsman thought. He then asked her if she  
wouldn’t mind telling him a little about her first three husbands and what they did for a living. 
 
She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect on all those years. 
 
After a short time, a smile came to her face and she answered proudly, explaining that she’d first married a 
banker when she was in her early 20’s,then a circus ringmaster when in her 40’s,later on a preacher when in 
her 60’s, and now in her 80’s, a funeral director. 
 
The interview looked at her, quite astonished, and asked her why she had married four men with such     
diverse careers. 
 
She smiled and explained 
 
“I  married one for the money, two for the show, three to get ready, and four to go.”  
 
Source: www. thefunnybeaver.com 

 
 

 
 

 

United Reformed Church 50th Anniversary  

We are still here after 50 years. What does that say to us? 
And what is God saying to us? What opportunities does it 
give us to reflect on our story, on who we are, on what we 
stand for, on who we follow - and to share that with others? 

As local churches and as the URC, marking our 50th year can help us to plan for the future – not only to 
keep pursuing our ecumenical vision, but also to plan for how we will continue to be an active, engaged and 
faithful Christian presence in our communities and in new ones. Not least, marking our Jubilee will be an op-
portunity to give thanks. 

To celebrate the URC's 50th anniversary, songwriters,  composers, rappers, poets, choirs and bands are 
invited to submit an entry into the URC at 50: Worship Resources Competition. There are four categories to 
enter: traditional hymn/song, poem, contemporary hymn/song, and rap. Judges will select a winner from 
each category. The winning entries will be performed at General Assembly 2022 and included in a digital 
version of the URC at 50 celebration resource pack for local churches. The closing date for submissions is 8 
April 2022. 

A resource pack is being designed to help local churches plan their own URC at 50 celebrations. The pack 
will include: the script of ‘Breaking News’ – a drama about the formation of the URC in 1972, and a short film 
of it; Celebrate Together, a picture book for young members; winning entries of the Worship Resources 
Competition; suggestions for worship with resources and a service outline; details about the 2022 Prayer 
Handbook; calendar of Jubilee events; celebratory materials to help get your party started; a quiz and more.  

 



 

Tintern Abbey   

Tintern Abbey was founded on 9 May 1131 by Walter de 
Clare, Lord of Chepstow. It is situated adjacent to the village  
of Tintern on the Welsh bank of the River Wye, which at this   
location forms the border between Monmouthshire  and 
Gloucestershire. It was the first Cistercian foundation in  
Wales, and only the second in Britain, after Waverley Abbey. 
 
The abbey fell into ruin after the Dissolution of the Monasteries 
in the 16th century. Its remains have been celebrated in poetry 
and painting from the 18th century onwards. 

 

 

  

 By the River Wye  

 The claret hills like wine stained memories 
 that rise in waves as sunlight bathes the views 
 across the valley, fields are amber seas 
 and trees are gowned in autumn’s brightest hues. 
 
 A morning walk beside the river Wye  
 towards the abbey ruins, chill on air, 
 the rugged landscape easy on the eye 
 as breezes blow the leaves and whip through hair. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In silence monks once walked these leaf draped paths, 
beneath the devil’s pulpit stayed their course, 
the whispers on the wind their secret laughs 
as Satan called in vain ‘til he was hoarse. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 The panoramic vistas from on high, 
 so beauteous could make the angels sigh.  

 Poem - Joanna Garrido  

 Photos - Gill Gyde 

Those socks were a lovely pale 
blue when I started!  
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