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Sharing God’s Love:
Serving the Community

Dear Friends,
In our faith journey there are many ups and downs. There are
times when we feel strengthened by the fellowship of our
friends and times when the challenge is almost too great. I
have discovered that help comes in many ways, the warmth of
a hug and the firmness of a handshake, the ability to bring a
smile when perhaps tears are nearer the surface than usual.
Jesus shares this kind of experience as the bible thrusts us out
and away from the manger to ministry in a complex situation
where religion and power are very much locked together.
As we move towards lent we will share many of His
experiences in word and in song, in bible study and Sunday
reflection. We may well find ourselves surprised by the awfulness of the experience of Jesus, he is rejected by many,
despised by some, betrayed by a lot more than one and in the
end, discarded. If we look for those who help Jesus we will find
fishermen and tax collectors, women and friends play a huge
part and also a passing stranger features more than once.
It is no easy journey from Galilee to Jerusalem and we know
little of the childhood of Jesus. What we do know is the he grew
into his role and in his understanding of it. Perhaps we can
liken our faith journey to his and step forward with Jesus as
guide, using his approach to faith in God and his way of sharing
compassion, a healing community will grow from the root that is
within us and that gift of the spirit will flourish for us to share.
God Bless.

Eric
Quotation
Faith is taking the first step
even when you don't see the whole staircase.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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What Does the Snowdrop Flower Mean?
The meaning of a certain flower should be taken seriously, because
there is so much we can learn from it. Sometimes a meaning for a
flower can help us get to know nature around us better and make us
more in tune with the beauty of the world.
Rebirth



The small and fragile Snowdrop flower is a symbol of rebirth and
overcoming obstacles in life. This gentle flower stands out in
nature as a reminder that we can all make great things in life only
if we set our minds to it. There is nothing that can stop us or
make us fall down, if we truly believe in our goals. That is the
only success is going to come to us and we can make a
difference.

Sympathy



The Snowdrop flower is also a symbol of sympathy and caring for
someone. This small flower is a perfect way to say to someone
that you care and that there is always someone this person can
look up to for consolation and support. The Snowdrop flowers are
there to remind us to take care of the people we love and to
never let them down in moments when they need us the most.

Innocence



Innocence and purity are linked to the white Snowdrop, mainly
because of its colour. This gentle flower symbolizes being
yourself and staying true to your nature. No matter how small or
meaningless you might seem to others, that shouldn’t be your
limit in life. Each one of us can show compassion and love,
especially to those who we love.

Hope



And lastly, the Snowdrop flower is a symbol of hope and fighting
for your future. This small flower reminds us and the people we
gift it to, that there is always hope and light at the end of the
tunnel. You should never give up on your dreams, because only
those who don’t give up on hope can make a difference in life.
Source: flowermeanings.org
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Wednesday Fellowship
It was good to meet again after our break and we were pleased to

welcome Richard who came to tell us about the pleasures of
rambling. Before that, however, we held our AGM which was a very
informal, friendly affair. Jill read the reports and Sylvia reported on
our financial situation followed by the election of officers and
committee. Peter, our leader, Jill our secretary and Sylvia our
treasurer all agreed to carry on as well as other committee members
and gratitude was expressed for all the hard work done by everyone.
Peter then read a prayerful poem and went on to talk about how we
wish each other a Happy New Year and how that can depend on our
circumstances. How some make resolutions with very good
intentions but so often get discarded after a while. Perhaps the New
Year is a time for new ideas and to try something different and he
finished by remembering the Baby born to give us all a new
experience to enable us to live in a better way.
We then celebrated birthdays and thinking of Peggy’s wonderful
forthcoming101st special day.
We then spent a time of remembering all those in need of our
prayers, so many dear friends who we really care about and wish
them well.
Richard then began his talk about the Ramblers and he told us that 6
million people walk in the countryside but only100,000 are ramblers.
He went on to tell us the history of how walking became popular in
the 19th century and the struggles experienced with the enclosure
movement. There was a lot of campaigning and in 1932 there was
the Kinder Scout Trespass which was a wilful act of trespass to
highlight the fact that ramblers were denied access to the open
countryside and three groups approached Kinder Scout from
different angles. The problems with Access Laws and Rights of Way
had to be faced but it was important to encourage local people to
enjoy walking and protect local footpaths. It is a great way to get outside in the fresh air and make new friends and discover how walking
boosts health and happiness. It is also good to make sure to be well
booted and wear a hat.
Richard enjoys going on 3 or 4 walks a week around the Cotswolds
and he showed us pictures of walks starting from Winstone’s ice
cream parlour to Bradford on Avon, Castle Combe, the Mendips
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Then Uphill. There were also lovely views of Snowshill, Stanway,
and Toadsmoor Lake ( a favourite spot), the Avening Valley showing
posts with badgers on to make people aware of them and Cam Peak,
the Old Man of the Forest, lovely woodland paths and a peaceful pool
at Cranham.
We finished the afternoon by singing the Epiphany hymn called
Brightest and Best which has a wonderful old fashioned text. It was
agreed
On February 19th we will be having a Transport afternoon so if you
are interested in old ways of travel please come along and join us,
you would be very welcome.
On behalf of the Fellowship - Dorothy

Rodborough Tabernacle
United Reformed Church
A Service of Life Celebration
for
Glenis Massey

2.30pm
Sunday February 16th
All welcome
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January / February 2020
Moving Stories

Central America
Lethal Government
Force in Nicaragua
Nicaragua is the second
poorest country in the
western hemisphere after
Haiti. Ordinary people are saying, enough.
Huge demonstrations, led by students, began on 18 April in response to
government reforms. These hiked worker social security contributions,
while cutting benefits.
Nicaraguan authorities have adopted a strategy of repression. They
have relied on the excessive use of force, extrajudicial executions,
control of the media, and the use of pro-government armed groups, to
crush protests, according to amnesty International.
“The Nicaraguan authorities have turned on their own people,” said
Erika Guevara-Rosas, Americas Director at Amnesty International. “The
government of President Ortega has then shamelessly tried to cover up
these atrocities, violating the victims’ rights to truth, justice and
reparation.”
It is vital that organisations like Commitment for Life, along with partners
Christian Aid, are active in countries like Nicaragua.
Centro Humboldt also gathers evidence of tax evasion from mining
companies. These lost revenues have negative consequences on the
national budget and government capacity in social investment.
Commitment for Life strongly supports a fair taxation system in the hope
of an equal sharing of God’s abundance.
Christian Aid works in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and
Nicaragua. It has learned that an effective way to work in the region is to
link up with local organisations. We partner with community-based
groups as well as larger organisations operating across the region, like
Centro Humboldt.
Centro Humboldt works on climate monitoring across the country.
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It trains local people to monitor the climate and share the data with
small farmers, cooperatives and local organisations.

Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories
‘Inspiration’

Emma Clare Nutbrown Hughes, URC pilgrims 2019

The 2019 URC educational trip to Israel and The Occupied Palestinian
Territories was an intense, thought-provoking and moving time. We
travelled not just as socio-political observers but as Christians, exploring
how our faith might guide our response to what we saw. We saw and
learnt about conflict, inequality and injustice. The trip was also a
response to the Palestinian Church leaders’ invitation - issued to
Christians across the world - to visit and experience their everyday lives.
Nidal abu Zuluf is the manager of a joint advocacy initiative between the
YMCA and YWCA in Bethlehem. The initiative aims to give hope to
young people. Many don’t feel safe, have no jobs. They want to live in
dignity.
Nidal’s programmes help young
people develop leadership skills.
About 200 students are invited each
year from Europe for placements.
This enables young locals to share
with and learn from each other and
others.
Nidal said that one million Palestinians have been in prison. He was himself in prison for two years. He was
also tortured.
Nidal abu Zuluf
‘As Christians we should stand by the
poor, marginalised and displaced.
Don’t support us because we are Palestinians, but because we are a
people in misery, because of the conditions imposed by others.’

Nidal insisted that Palestinians wanted liberation for the Israelis too, for
them to stop violating international law.
We love them,’ he told us. “It’s hard for me but we must love them. We
are all born in the image of God and are equal in dignity. This is what
Christianity means.’
It was called an educational trip and it certainly was. It was inspiring. I
am delighted to belong to a church willing to learn, to explore and
engage with justice.
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Mine is a garden of memory

.

Mine is a garden of memory
Where every flower that grows
Blooms to remind me of friendships sure,
Breaths of past gladness that shall endure,
Recalled in the glint of a snowdrop pure,
Caught in the scent of a rose.
Mine is a garden of promise,
From these small seeds shall spring
The pageantry of a blazing June,
The perfumed stillness of summer noon,
The garnered gold beneath the harvest moon,
Rewards of my labouring.
Mine is a garden of hope,
Though winter’s frosts have bound,
Crocus shall spear through this rock - hard clay,
Daffodils dance through the April day.
Rimed boughs give place to a blossomed May,
When Spring unlocks the ground.
Jennifer Rowley submitted by Maureen Arthur

The Hymn to Love

Love never gives up.
Love cares more for others than for self.
Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t have.
Love doesn’t strut,
Doesn’t have a swelled head,
Doesn’t force itself on others,
Isn’t always “me first,”...
Excerpt from 1 Cor 13:3-7 (The Message)
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URC Update
A sign of the times!!!
Chorley URC could be saying
goodbye to the traditional offertory
bags. In November, the church
began accepting credit and debit
cards for its Sunday offerings after
experiencing a year on year decline
in the amount of cash placed in the
offertory bags at Sunday services. The Minister, Revd Martin Whiffen,
said: "Many of our members already support the church by making a
regular standing order payment, but this will offer an easier way to
make a gift than having to carry cash."

Bonhoeffer Day 2020
celebrates the German
Lutheran pastor, theologian, dissident anti-Nazi,
and founding member of
the Confessing Church
who was executed in April 1945 – is being celebrated on 1 February
2020 between 1.30pm and 8pm at Bonhoeffer Church, 50 Dacres
Road, London. The theme 'Bonhoeffer for the future' will explore the
relationship between young people's calls for climate justice,
Bonhoeffer's discussions of welling, bioethics and the role confession
plays in our society, and climate change.

Quotation

The ultimate test of a moral society
is the kind of world that it leaves to its children.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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The first Valentine’s cards
The first Valentine’s cards were sent in
the 18th century. Initially these were
handmade efforts, as pre-made cards
were not yet available. Lovers would
decorate paper with romantic symbols
including flowers and love knots, often including puzzles and lines of
poetry. Those who were less inspired could buy volumes that offered
guidance on selecting the appropriate words and images to woo their
lover. These cards were then slipped secretly under a door, or tied to
a door-knocker.
It was in Georgian Britain that pre-printed cards first began to appear,
though these were not yet as popular as they were eventually to
become. Perhaps the oldest surviving example dates from 1797: this
card, held at York Castle Museum, was sent by one Catherine
Mossday to a Mr Brown of London. It is decorated with flowers and
images of Cupid, with a verse printed around the border reading:
Since on this ever Happy day,
All Nature’s full of Love and Play
Yet harmless still if my design,
‘Tis but to be your Valentine.

Victorian valentines
The industrialisation of Britain in the early 19th-century brought with it
rapid advances in printing and manufacturing technologies. It became
easier than ever to mass-produce Valentine’s cards, which soon
became immensely popular. It is estimated that by the mid 1820s,
some 200,000 Valentines were circulated in London alone. The
introduction of the Uniform Penny Post in 1840 bolstered the
popularity of Valentine’s cards yet further and reports suggest that by
the late 1840s the amount of cards being circulated doubled,
doubling once again in the next two decades.
Many Victorian Valentine’s cards survive, but most intriguing is a
collection of more than 1,700 examples that is held at the Museum of
London. This is the archive of the stationer Jonathan King, who ran a
card-making enterprise in London. This collection, which has been
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digitised, demonstrates the huge array of
designs, verses and sentiments that were
popular with lovers in Victorian Britain.
Cards tended to feature elaborate paper
lacework, embossing and other intricate
designs. The more expensive the card, the
more elaborate the design would be. This
meant it would be obvious how much your
lover had spent on a card! Typical imagery
included flowers, love knots and Cupid. Though hearts were sometimes used, Victorian cards did not feature the ubiquitous red hearts
that are so typical of Valentine’s cards today.

The Elephant Rope Story
As a man was passing by some
elephants, he suddenly stopped,
confused by the fact that these
huge creatures were being held by
only a small rope tied to their front
leg.
No chains, no cages. It was
obvious that the elephants could, at
anytime, break away from their bonds but for some reason, they did not.
He saw a trainer nearby and asked why these animals just stood there
and made no attempt to get away. “Well,” the trainer said, “when they
are very young and much smaller we use the same size rope to tie them
and, at that age, it’s enough to hold them.
As they grow up, they are conditioned to believe they cannot break
away. They believe the rope can still hold them, so they never try to
break free.”
The man was amazed. These animals could at any time break free from
their bonds but because they believed they couldn’t, they were stuck
right where they were.
Like the elephants, how many of us go through life hanging onto a belief
that we cannot do something, simply because we failed at it once before?
Author Unknown Source: www.sellingfearlessly.com
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Happy New Year!
Thank you so much for all your support over the past year, it is hard
to quantify the incredible impact of churches large and small across
our district. You support us in so many ways, through prayer,
through volunteer hours, through buildings, through collections and
through food collections. We are so grateful.
As we look back on the last year we have lots to give thanks for:



We supplied crisis food to over 3500 people (1230 children).



We gave out a record amount of food to help over the holidays.
With over 1300 people benefiting from our Christmas Hampers.
Over 12.7 tonnes of food was distributed during Easter, Summer
and Christmas Holidays.



We continue to support local organisations with food, notably
Marah who received over 6.6 tonnes of food in 2019.



Our amazing volunteers. We provide volunteering opportunities
for people on long-term, short-term and one-off basis. Our volunteers are an amazing community and come from all walks of life.



Last year we started accepting Duke of Edinburgh volunteers
and have already graduated four lovely young people.



A very generous community. Time, finances and food are offered
unreservedly so that we can meet our objectives.



We partnered on campaigns with The Long Table at Harvest and
with Kids Stuff at Christmas. Raising funds, awareness and much
needed stock to help through the year.



We started to support SGS College with food for their students.

We welcomed Amanda to the staff team.
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Already this year we have:



Set up a new drop-in at GL11 Community Hub in Cam,
recognising that there was unmet need in that community.


Established a grant to help clients with fuel bills over the winter
months, partnering with P3 to help us administer.

And we are also sad because:



We've said goodbye to some valued and treasured volunteers,
some on to new ventures and some have passed away.



We've said goodbye and big thank you to Sue Beattie as
Manager and Simon Helme as Trustee.


And very sad that some aspects of our benefits system places
such heavy burdens on people, and the impacts on physical
and mental health that this brings.



But we are also hopeful:



That together we can be the compassionate community God
has called us to, with HIs strength and guidance.

Memorable Sermon
Referring to the above subject mentioned in the November edition of
R.T.N., there is certainly a part of one sermon which has remained
in my head from some years ago…..
Andy Hardy held up a teaspoon and recommended it as being a
very useful guide to prayer:

T.

Begin with saying “thankyou…”

S.

Then say “sorry…”

P.

Lastly say “please…”

Another abbreviation I’ve read of that can be given a different
meaning is A.S.A.P. – this can be interpreted to mean - Always Say
A Prayer .
T.T.F.N …! From Maureen Arthur.
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Shrove Tuesday
The word shrove is a form of the English word shrive, which means
to obtain absolution for one's sins by way of Confession and doing
penance. Thus Shrove Tuesday was named after the custom of
Christians to be "shriven" before the start of Lent.
Pancakes were made because they were a way to use up rich
foods such as eggs, milk, and sugar, before beginning the fasting
season of Lent.

To make you smile


Did you hear about the angry pancake? He just flipped!!



I can’t believe it’s pancake Tuesday again. Honestly, it just
crêped up on me.

Do you want to fast this Lent?


Do you want to fast this Lent?
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.



Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.



Fast from anger and be filled with patience.



Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.



Fast from worries and trust in God.



Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.



Fast from pressures and be prayerful.



Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.



Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.



Fast from words and be silent to hear.



Pope Francis
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Flower Rota for February
2

Diana Davis in memory of her Mum
and Dad

9

Rose & John Cook in memory of
Rose’s Dad

16

Terry & John Rohrbeck in memory of
Terry’s sister Veronica

23

Anne Evans in memory of all loved ones

Services for February
2

Rev Eric Massey (HC)

9

Mike Dearsley

16

Cafe Church

23

Ros Burnip

Christmas Appeal

Our Christmas Appeal for 2019 was in support of the Salvation Army’s
Night Shelter to provide accommodation for people who are sleeping
rough in the Stroud area, particularly when the temperatures drop.
The appeal raised £362.37. Theresa Conway of the Salvation Army
responded to Peter Freeman, our Churches Together in Stroud rep:
“Thank you so much, this will go a long way to helping those on the
streets of Stroud this winter.
Blessings Captain Theresa Conway”

Colin Francis

We were all much saddened at the death of Colin Francis at the end
of last year. His funeral was held in Randwick where Colin and Sue
lived, but Colin’s family had asked that instead of flowers donations
should be given to Rodborough Tabernacle. We have recently
received a cheque in respect of these donations. We give thanks for
Colin’s long devotion to Rodborough Tabernacle and to his family,
particularly Sue, for this kind and generous thought.
Clive Malcolm
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Contacts:
Minister:

Rev Eric Massey

01594 541006
Email: minister@rodboroughtab.org.uk

Secretary:

Diana & Richard Davis

Treasurer:

Clive Malcolm

Hall Bookings:

John Rohrbeck

01453 762373
E mail: secretary@rodboroughtab.org.uk
01453 873373
Email: treasurer@rodboroughtab.org.uk
01452 812934
Email: hallhire@rodboroughtab.org.uk

Website: www.rodboroughtab.org
Church Mobile: 07305 176151

Sunday services held @ 10.30 am unless notified
R.T.N

Gill Gyde

01452 812587

Email: news@rodboroughtab.org.uk
Copy date for next issue : Tues Feb 25th
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