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ZIMBABWE 

In ten years’ 
time... 

The Matshetshe 

Food Processing 

Centre in Nkwidzi 

Village, 

Matabeleland 

South is a small 

building with three 

rooms.  It is a community-driven project which gives 

added value to the crops grown in the area. Before the 

centre was opened in 2011, with funding from 

Christian Aid and DfiD, the community faced 

challenges in marketing and selling their produce. It 

was difficult to generate profits from the sale of 

produce because farmers spent any profit they might 

make transporting their produce to Gwanda, 40-60 

kilometres away. The produce did not travel well and 

so they did not get a good price. 

Today, produce is sold from the centre and it is great 

to hear that they have developed a good name for 

quality in the neighbourhood. Other items produced 

include peanut butter, maize and sorghum flour, 

popcorn, oil, plain buns, fruit juices, vegetable drying, 

meat slicing and amacimbi, a local delicacy a bit like a 

caterpillar. 

Farmers, for a small fee, bring their vegetable crops to 

be dried by the solar powered dryer and then 

packaged. This means the vegetables will provide 

nutritional food throughout the year for the family 

with any excess being sold. The drying process takes 

three to five days but is more reliable than the electric 

dryer because of Zimbabwe’s intermittent electricity 
supply. The other processing machines can be hand 

cranked if the power is lost. 

Mcolisi Ncube is one of three women who work there, 

organising the orders and processing the goods that 

come in, including making buns and popcorn to sell. 

She receives a small allowance for this work. The 

processed items are packed and branded for resale to 

outlying markets in Insiza, Bulawayo and Gwanda. 

They also exhibit the fare at local exhibitions and the 

Zimbabwe International Trade Fair.  

UPDATE: We share with all Zimbabweans their hope 

for a stable and thriving  future, following the political 

events of the last few weeks. We pray for the staff of 

Christian Aid Zimbabwe as they continue to work with 

partner organisations on vital support work in 

vulnerable communities.  

BANGLADESH 

In 

Bangladesh, 

Christian Aid 

Bangladesh 

continues to 

focus on 

resilience, 

climate 

change, 

market and humanitarian responses and inclusion. 

They are also ensuring that gender and social inclusion 

is considered in all focus areas. Core resources are 

focused on strengthening work around market 

inclusion and innovation. The programmes help 

achieve strategic outcomes which are: 

- Resilient livelihoods 

- Accountable institutions 

- Equal rights for all. 

Looking at the wider situation, they are seeing 

changing perceptions of aid. Aid is no longer 

automatically seen as a good thing among the general 

population and a very economically and educationally 

strong middle-class group is emerging. Moreover, the 

rise of different extreme groups has created the 

demand for being more cautious.  

Considering this changing context, CA Bangladesh has 

shifted its focus from unrestricted to restricted 

resources. This year their major priorities are to 

strengthen relationships with existing donors while 

considering new possibilities with new donors. They 
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are also developing networks within Bangladesh of 

other similar agencies, partners and donors in order to 

work together more effectively. 

New areas of development that they are working on 

include innovations like ICT and involvement with 

markets. Intersectionality of different groups of 

people is becoming important so that they can 

evaluate how different groups have different needs 

while some people may be in more than one 

marginalised group. Women led responses is one of 

the emerging concepts that CA Bangladesh has been 

promoting at a national level, in order to empower 

and promote women to take part in humanitarian 

responses, Disaster Risk Reduction initiatives, 

resilience work and contribute to decision making for 

projects. 

Rohingya Regugee Crisis 

The Escalating violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State in 
late August 2017 has forced hundreds of thousands of 

people from their homes, including many 

Rohingya refugees who have fled to Bangladesh, 

fearing for their lives. More than 500,000 Rohingya 

people have crossed the border into Bangladesh and 

unknown numbers remain displaced in Myanmar. As 

villages in Myanmar continue to be destroyed, figures 

are expected to rise, with up to 15,000 people 

crossing the border each day. Those fleeing to the 

border have walked for miles, and for days on 

end. They have no money for food or shelter. Many 

mothers are escaping with newborn babies. With 

limited medical facilities, people are sick and at risk of 

serious disease. To read more and to donate 

www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/rohingya-crisis-

appeal 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Violence is an obstacle to development in Central 

America and a significant cause of poverty. The region 

has high rates of crime and violence, predominantly 

driven by drug trafficking, youth violence and gangs, 

and the widespread availability of firearms. Gender-

based violence and ‘femicide’ are also prevalent in 

Central America. Meanwhile, young people are often 

the victims of targeted acts of murder, and as a group, 

they are stigmatised, excluded from development 

opportunities and denied their essential rights to 

education and employment: this is due to a 

perception that all young people are involved in 

violent gangs.  Christian Aid works to protect 

vulnerable people from violence, to identify and 

challenge its causes and to transform conflict through 

peaceful methods. Their programme supports 

violence prevention and human rights initiatives, 

including the promotion of dialogue between citizens, 

governments and the private sector.  

These initiatives give people the power to demand 

more inclusive policies and practices from the state 

and businesses. They also aim to secure a stronger 

guarantee that human rights will be respected, 

particularly for women and young people. Partners 

operate on two levels to protect the rights of the most 

vulnerable people: they monitor the human rights 

situation on the ground and review the legal 

institutional framework for evidence of any abuse or 

denial of these rights. This information is used to 

lobby for change and for the creation of a legal 

framework that upholds human rights. 

 Christian Aid partner Centro Internacional para 

Investigaciones en Derechos Humanos (CIIDH) aims to 

restore the dignity of people who suffered human 

rights violations during Guatemala’s armed conflict. 
CIIDH supports the National Movement of Victims to 

demand legislation that would create a national 

commission for the victims of forced disappearance 

and other forms of disappearance.  

The work undertaken with young people includes 

building trust within their communities and gaining 

support from local municipal authorities, so that 

young people are recognised as valid spokespeople 

and are guaranteed participation in civic spaces. Some 

partners monitor human rights and produce reports 

on the situation through participative processes. 

Others work with grassroots organisations and 

communities on the development of local initiatives to 

promote youth participation or to prevent violence, 

including against women. All partners are influencing 

the policies and practices of public institutions, to 

address and transform the causes of violence. 
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