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Easter  Services  
 

Sun April 9th - 10.30am  
Palm Sunday  

‘Hope for  a New World’ 
Rev Eric Massey 

 

Thurs April 13th - 7pm   
Maundy Thurs  

In the Little Chapel  
“Betrayal” 

Rev Eric Massey 

 

April 14th - 10am  
 Good Friday  

“Heartbreak of Loss” 
Brian Oosthuysen  

 

April 16th -10.30am 

Easter Day  
“Resurrection - God's daily gift” 

Rev Dr John Sutcliffe 
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I Feel It In The Air 

 

I know it's Easter time again, 
I feel it in the air. 

The breath of spring with woodsy tang, 
And new life everywhere. 

And spring glides on with magic touch 

O'er mountain side and glen; 
And wakens all the sleeping plants 

For Easter time again. 
 

The brooklets leap from rock to rock, 
As if in joyful play; 

The flowers peep from darkened tombs 

To welcome Easter Day. 
The birds are swinging on the boughs, 

And trill in ecstasy; 
They seem to show the world's great joy 

Of Easter mystery. 
 

Why should we dread 

the thing called death? 

It's just an open door, 
Where all within is love and peace 

And joy forever more. 
"Because I live, you too shall live," 

We hear the Saviour say. 
Let's consecrate our lives anew, 

On this glad Easter Day. 
 

Edna Reed 

Source www.sassycats.com 
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Dear friends, 
 

The approach of Easter has been very much in my mind since the 
turn of the year.  I first had the idea of witnessing to the betrayal that 
Jesus experienced and set some of it to music. The emphasis has 
always been on Judas but in fact there were many betrayals, large 
and small and in some sense it links to our own experience as      
disciples.  There are times when we are silent and sadly the stones 
stay silent too. (Luke 19:40). 
 

 Jesus had clearly stated he would go to Jerusalem and face whatev-
er awaited him there. Thankfully most of us, if not all of us, have  
never had to face the barbarity that he faced. There was a question-
ing as to whether he was the messiah, a trial which in Luke’s gospel 
tells us how Jesus was sent from pillar to post. Later he would be 
finally condemned to death despite Pilate’s confirmation that he had 
done no wrong.  Betrayed by the very people he came to save. 
 

There is one stunning sentence from the Council that originally  
questioned him, “we don’t need any witnesses!” Today we need   
witnesses more than ever before, witnesses to the living Christ who 
in and through the current day disciples, you and me, faint and failed 
as we sometimes are, show his love. I think we are to be witnesses 
to the mission of Jesus to bring the love of God into the communities 
we serve. We are to recognise where and when that love is present 
in the many human organisations that make up our community not all 
will have a Christian label attached, and be thankful for them.   
 

Being a witness does mean offering a testimony. Sometimes we do 
that by our very presence, sometimes we speak and we can even 
write.  What is important is that we offer to serve and in our serving 
we witness to the power of the love of God and its amazing ability to 
transform us. In the warm hand of welcoming we are witnessing, in 
the gentle touch that reaches our tearful neighbour we are witness-
ing, in a fear filled walk with someone who is hurting, we are witness-
ing.   
 

One of our difficulties is that we enter into the Easter experience  
confident in our knowledge of the outcome, our being witnesses to 
the risen Christ sees us fulfilling the mission he laid claim to, the 
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mission to love people in order to restore their broken relationship 
with God, set free to worship in our living, our action and our 
thoughts.  
God bless,  
 Eric 

 

 

Faith leaders lobby for gender equality  
Approximately 65 people of faith met at the House of Lords to      
promote gender equality as part of an International Women’s Day 
event on 7 March. Faith leaders including the Bishop of Gloucester, 
the Rt Revd Rachel Treweek, gave speeches that committed    
themselves to securing a more gender inclusive world. The event 
took place ahead of the annual UN meeting on gender equality in 
New York, from 13 to 24 March, where faith communities would be 
represented. 

Loretta Minghella, Christian Aid’s Chief Executive said: ‘Two thirds of 
the world’s extreme poor are women and girls. Poverty has a     
woman’s face.’ She added: ‘Our voices have the power to transform 
people’s experience of gender – especially for women and girls living 
in poverty – and to ensure they are shaped not by oppression, but by 
justice, dignity and hope. 

Bishop Treweck said: ‘I hope that every person who attended our 
event was challenged to take action in ways that will help transform 
the lives of women around the world. For me, as a follower of Jesus 
Christ, my motivation to do this is to see every woman flourish and 
become the person that God has created them to be.’ 

Source - Reform April 2017 
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Synod     March 2017. 
The Synod was held in Hereford, the church at  Hampton Park  
hosted the day.   The life of the Synod is made up of hundreds of 
us from churches at Lydney through to North Staffordshire, it was 
good to see we are in good heart and great to make new           
connections. 
The business of Synod is about what we are doing. Evangelism 
had the centre stage and a number of important dates were fed our 
way.  There is to be a Big Day Out at Warwick Castle, a celebration 
of 500 years since the reformation and every church was            
encouraged to have a birthday party, or some special event to 
mark this. Glenis enthused the whole Synod with the idea of a    
lantern procession celebrating women’s ministries, (could we do it 
in Stroud?).  We would celebrate 100 years since Constance     
Coltman became the first woman minister in the Congregational 
Church - we should note that women are woefully under-
represented in our Synod councils despite being a majority in many 
churches. There is to be a residential Synod at the Holiday Inn in 
Birmingham in October, the film inviting you to come is on the   
Synod web-site. 
This is the year of Feasts and Festivals, and we are to take every     
opportunity to celebrate and to encourage people to join us. 
There were some comments about how the church was becoming 
overburdened, by buildings, by regulation, by shortage of ministers 
and a proposal from Kidderminster that the national church should 
spend some of its reserves on provision of ministry went through in 
amended form.  There was a report about a historical sexual abuse 
case which helped emphasise the need for safeguarding, this is 
believed to be the first in our Synod, it went back a number of 
years. Sad to say we are the Synod that is in the most rapid       
decline, but some areas are already reversing this and here at the 
Tab we are more than holding our own.  
West Midlands Mission Strategy has three strands,  vision 2020, 
walking the way  (national strategy),  and our moderators inaugural 
address where he challenged the churches to be honest about their 
life and mission.  Vision 2020 has underpinned our pastorate profile 
and walking the way (living the life of Jesus today) will be rolled out 
from September. The last part has us looking at our resources and 
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from September. The last part has us looking at our resources and 
how we are using them, these are all our buildings, church, manse, 
little chapel our money and our most valuable asset, you. 

Our life here is part of the life of the Synod, they are interested in 
what we are doing and set us the challenge of doing the same. The 
news of the Synod is news about us.  
Brian Oosthuysen is our representative and went with Glenis and 
me, we came away challenged about the future and how we can 
best contribute.   
Eric Massey. 

Prayer Point 

There is now a prayer point in the Community room with post its in 
a box on the side of the board.  If anyone would like to write on a 
post it the name or situation about which they feel concerned and 
add the date and stick on the board. These names, etc will be 
prayed for on a Sunday during the following month. The board is 
situated between the Live Wires cupboard and the book cupboard. 

Diana Davis 
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 Wednesday Fellowship 

On Wednesday 15th March we began a lovely afternoon as Peter  
welcomed Ann Taylor from the Museum in the Park who was going to 
tell us about the Walled Garden Project. It was a beautiful Spring day 
and this spread into our room with a colourful garden bird singing on 
the screen. This theme continued when we had the words of the 
hymn called “For the beauty of the Earth”  set against changing 
scenes that really showed the true beauty of our earth making it a 
spiritual moment. Thank you to those involved in installing the     
technology that we have now as it is giving us a new dimension     
especially when we have someone, like Peter, who understands it 
 

Peter then told us about the origins of Simnel cake, after asking the 
men if they knew what they could make with a list of certain ingredi-
ents – not much success there - but we ladies soon guessed it.    
Simnel cake became a Mothering Sunday tradition when young   
serving girls would make a cake to take home for their mothers,   
halfway through lent when the forty day fast was relaxed, the       
marzipan balls representing the apostles.  As it is often now called 
Mother’s Day it was very difficult to make sure that he and Mary 
found a Mothering Sunday card for his Mother, much credit to Mary. 
 

Barbara then read a poem by Rudyard Kipling  called The Glory of 
the Garden which fitted in perfectly and we then had prayers thinking 
of Peggy Short, Dorothy Gillings, Avril and Marion Driscoll and all 
those who are having a difficult time at the moment.  It was a special 
opening to our meeting and it felt like a breath of fresh air blowing 
through keeping us alive and happy. 
 

Ann then started her talk commenting on how she had found the 
theme very moving and so in keeping with what she was going to tell 
us about. Then, with much enthusiasm, she gave us a brief history of 
the museum buildings, the new ones and the old Mansion which had 
been a grade II listed 17th Century wool merchant’s house and the 
walled garden. This had become a tangled mass of weeds, seeded 
saplings and towering brambles, totally neglected for half a century 
and had become a secret place. This is what would have been 
viewed through the beautiful gate which had been the posh entrance 
to the mansion.  The garden was eight years in the planning before 
the hard work could begin when everyone felt that it was time to do 
something after the museum had won a money prize and they were 
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  wondering what they should do.  

They realised that it is the public’s garden and helped by ‘Friends of 
the Museum’ they fundraised and received grants from several   
organisations and massive help from so many people and then set 
to work.  They had to surmount the problems of clearing the under-
growth, hiring a skip to take away all the debris, dealing with the 
steepness of the ground, cutting down a row of Ash trees. There 
was a very decrepit greenhouse, with a tree growing in the middle 
of it, that had to be taken down with all the vintage fittings saved for 
display but the worst problem that they encountered was the       
terrible discovery of knotweed growing on the plot. This had to be 
professionally removed then the remaining sterile soil was buried in 
5 pits and a lawn planted over them.  Top soil for the beds had 
been donated and many plants generously given.  Gently winding 
pathways have been created, as well as a flight of steps, so that 
everyone can reach the top of the garden. To be able to use these 
a wall had to be knocked down so that the doorway from the muse-
um reception area could then be used.  Now there is a wonderful 
space with an orchard, raised beds for vegetables, beautiful flower       
borders, a dipping point and a state of the art learning centre,   
modern and bold with solar panels on the roof and fold away glass 
windows to keep cool in warmer days. There are manifestations of 
cockerels, the emblem of the museum, running all along the glass. 
This centre is used by many groups and schools, children having 
witnessed the work going on over the years and enjoying finding 
fossils after flint was discovered when excavating. Ann’s aim is to 
let as many people know about this amazing garden and to get 
people visiting it, she is truly a wonderful ambassador. 
 

We have been troubled by hearing about the many problems of 
loneliness and we feel we are lucky in our area as we have the  
Coffee Pot, Friendly Circle, Monday Lunch Club and Rest, Relax 
and Revive. However, please do not forget about Wednesday    
Fellowship as we are still a very strong meeting which, at it’s heart, 
is deeply concerned about anyone who needs companionship. 
There is always a chance to share in conversation over a cup of tea 
and biscuits, after enjoying a variety of interesting speakers who 
come along to tell us about their subjects often with a great deal of 
humour.  We would love it if you would come along and join us, you 
will be assured of a very warm welcome. 
On behalf of the Fellowship       Dorothy Ede 
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URC  Update 

Exploring faith through art at Moldgreen 

 

 

 

Christine Hall, church secretary at  
Moldgreen United Reformed Church  
in Huddersfield, tells how they have  
been inspired to explore faith through  
art in a series of missional projects. 
 

 

 

‘In 2013, the fellowship at Moldgreen URC – ably assisted by an   
Interim Moderator, the Revd John Jenkinson – wanted to build on the 
legacy of our previous minister, the Revd Sue Macbeth, who had  
recently left for a calling in Devon. 
 

At the beginning of the previous year, Moldgreen had launched a 
group called 20-40@ Moldgreen, aiming to widen our mission to 
20 to 40-year-olds (approximately!) and their families. Various arts, 
drama and music events have been run since then but the work of 
the artist/theologian Revd Elizabeth Gray-King, coordinator of the 
CreateTalk project, was fundamental to one of the most inspiring  
projects - A Mosaic for Moldgreen. 
 

Aided by grants from the URC, Yorkshire Mission Fund, Kirklees Arts 
in the Neighbourhood and Kirklees Faith Forum, we were able to hire 
mosaic artist Alan Pergusey. We introduced our church youth        
organisations, the 20-40 group, three classes of children from     
Moldgreen Community Primary School and our church members to 
Elizabeth's Art Talk pack, displaying and discussing a selection of the 
paintings and how faith was represented through art. We also spoke 
about the significance of the fish symbol in the URC logo, with the 
children being invited to draw the symbol, with their feet, in sand as 
the early Christians may have done. A theme was then chosen, 
 

The Moldgreen Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and 20-40 group      
produced drawings of flora and fauna and the schoolchildren painted 
fish designs. Church members drew local landmarks. 

http://www.urc.org.uk/mission/mission-development-and-evangelism/createtalk.html
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Designs were chosen and a four-day workshop was then held, with 
Alan Pergusey, to assemble the designs into separate panels which 
were then cemented into a large mosaic on the outside wall of the 
church. The mosaic was unveiled on Easter Sunday 2013 where both 
young and old turned out for a morning of celebration. 
 

Exploring faith through art continued with a felting project in 2014 
where joint pieces were made with artist Sue Clay, Moldgreen     
Community Primary School and Markazi Jamia Masjid Riza and    
Islamic Centre. In 2015, Wednesday morning craft sessions were set 
up at the church and artist Fiona Goodwin was employed to lead a 
sewing project, resulting in a new cloth for our Communion table. The 
cloth kept the ' God in creation and community' theme with members 
of various local churches and the community coming together to sew 
flora and fauna designs. Local shops and businesses were asked to 
provide motifs to represent their place in Moldgreen and the cloth was 
unveiled in September of that year when all sections of the           
community were invited to a church service and meal to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of Moldgreen URC. The Revd Nancy Babarinde 
answered a call to minister at Moldgreen in August 2015 and Nancy 
has already brought much new life to the fellowship. 
 

Last year saw us working with artist Anya Greenop, and local        
children, on a Trees of Life project; and with landscape artist Ian 
Lumb and students from Huddersfield University to provide a planter 
for the village. Our Wednesday morning sewing group also provided 
fabric poppies for the Remembrance Day service, with the students 
fashioning clay poppies for opening prayers around the new planter. 
The fellowship at Moldgreen are currently taking part in a 'Grow your 
Church' project and the elders met at the Windermere Centre this 
month for prayer, Bible study and a 2017 planning session. So far, 
we’re looking at drama sessions, Messy Church, and ‘cook and eat’ 
sessions with students from Huddersfield University.  
 

No doubt our minister will have lots of other new ideas but, whatever 
our mission in 2017, there is one thing we know for sure – there will 
definitely be some artistic input!’ 
 

 

Source URC News Update 
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Commitment for Life – April  2017   
----------stories for change 131------------ 

Central America: Nicaragua 

Nicaragua has experienced ongoing corruption at the highest   
levels, including during its last elections held in November 2016. 
President Daniel Ortega won a third term in office, alongside his 
running mate, Rosario Murillo, who also happened to be his wife. 
The election went unchallenged in terms of there being no        
organised political opposition, however there was significant     
disenchantment and anger throughout the country, with many 
demonstrations against his re-election. To date, he remains      
unchallenged, but the Organisation of American States (OAS) has 
now requested an open dialogue with President Ortega and his 
regime, and in January 2017 the OAS presented an official report 
to the government, making recommendations to improve          
democracy and transparency over the next three years. Simulta-
neously, the EU Parliament has condemned Nicaragua’s regime 
due to the prevalence of human rights abuses and political       
repression – most cases of which are related to the defence of 
natural resources and conflict linked to the development of large 
scale projects on inhabited land.  
 

New US Administration 

Following the election of Mr Trump in the US, and his immigration 
policy, more controls are being put in place to avoid citizens from 
Central America entering the US. Many of the Central Americans 
that have been entering the US, have been escaping violence or 
climate change events that have hindered their attempts to pursue 
a secure livelihood, and live in safety. For example, many people 
have been fleeing significant drought and crop failure in Central 
America over the last year. Governments and UN authorities now 
believe that there is significant risk of a humanitarian crisis       
ensuing over the next year in Central America, especially in the so
-called ‘Dry Corridor’ where the poorest population are located. In 
June 2016, it was noted that 3.5 million people were already in 
need of humanitarian assistance across Guatemala, Honduras 
and El Salvador, and this is only expected to get worse. 
Christian Aid is supporting various ACT Alliance initiatives to    
support some of these extremely vulnerable small farmers and 
indigenous communities who are currently experiencing consider-
able food and water shortages.   Linda Mead  
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We are  all invited to join in, and all sorts of exciting events and      
activities are being planned, including access to Warwick castle and 
attractions. For more information see www.urc.org  

Admission prices are    17+ years   £16.50 

                                     4-16years   £11.00 but the Tab will pay for all  
    the children's entrance. 
                                     under 4s     free 

We are considering hiring a mini bus, please can you let us know as 
soon as possible if you are interested in joining in.  

Jenny Wills  and Glenis Massey 

http://www.urc.org
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 Preserving the Plot  
“Well, I think the answer lies in the soil”  just as K.W. used to tell us 
in rich country tones on the radio years ago -  a regular supply of 
home-made compost is one of the best and most thrifty ways of 
achieving good soil.  Here, at the end of the garden, there is one 
home-made bin of bricks and wood plus a purchased taller green 
plastic one with a lid and removable slats. All uncooked kitchen 
waste of veggie and fruit peelings, coffee grounds, tea bags go in 
plus the wet newspaper lining from the small plastic caddy indoors. 
(NEVER add any cooked leftovers, dairy produce or animal waste.)  
Torn up brown cardboard, kitchen and toilet roll centres and egg box-
es can be added (egg shells need crushing). Most weeds, spent 
plants, rhubarb leaves and peelings, grass clippings, dead house-
plants and their old compost can be put in plus wood-ash from the 
fire.  Some more woody garden waste is also desirable but needs to 
be broken up into smaller pieces. It is possible to buy a compost   
accelerator powder but it’s not really necessary unless you are      
impatient…  
One day last summer I was amazed to find dozens of worms had 
emerged from the plastic bin and were piled up clinging to the rim of 
the bin and the underside of the lid:  I was told that it was probably 
too hot and too dry inside so to add a can of rainwater occasionally – 
next day they had moved back down and out of sight. I was also told 
that I was very lucky indeed to have so many worms! 
Wild life seems to like it here and earthworms are welcome but last 
week I had to remove a slow worm that was curled up inside the   
utility room at the base of the back door. This happened a couple of 
years ago too – they must have climbed up three steps when the 
door was open!  In the past I have also encountered a grass snake 
seeking warmth lying along the door jamb outside the front door and 
at different times I’ve had to remove a robin, a toad and a shrew.   
Beetroot seeds (“Boltardy” variety) will be going in soon as the 
weather warms up; apparently it is one of the best superfoods with 
many health benefits and its own website which I haven’t perused 
yet!  It’s easy to grow rarely needing treatment with pesticides and 
very hardy, in the past I’ve even left it in the ground until January.  
Someone told me that they cooked beetroot in the oven wrapped in 
foil which sounds like a very good idea and not so messy as boiling. 
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Several weeks ago it was so good to see bees appearing in the     
garden on the heathers and hyacinths are now in bloom giving out     
a wonderful perfume…  

               “Under the kiss of April rain the tired old earth is young 
again…..Patience Strong”  

                                                                                 Maureen Arthur                     

Spring has definitely sprung in Maureen’s garden. 
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Dear friends 

With the sunshine streaming through the windows, it is wonderful to 
think that spring may finally be here. 
 

News 

At Foodbank, we are implementing a pilot scheme at three local 
schools, so that families who receive Free School Meals can receive 
a Foodbank parcel during the school holidays. In the holidays,      
families can struggle to provide extra meals each day and we are 
hopeful that the scheme will be a big success, so that we can extend 
it to more schools in the summer.  The three schools we are talking to 
are all extremely supportive and we anticipate providing food for 
around 30 children in the Easter holidays, which would be amazing. 
 

Shopping List 
Our latest shopping list is here and we would be so grateful if you 
could publicise this in your church newsletters. 
 Tinned vegetables 

 Tinned meat – particularly tinned steak, pies, ham and hotdogs. 
 Steamed puddings 

 UHT Fruit juice 

 Instant mash 

 Hot chocolate 

 Men’s deodorants 

 Shaving kit 
Thank you so much for your wonderful donations of food and toilet-
ries.  They are invaluable to us. 
 

Prayer Point 
We are concerned that due to planned changes in children’s centre 
services, families will be unable to access the Foodbank.  Certainly, 
the number of children fed has reduced significantly this financial 
year. A good deal of this may be due to improvements in the        
economy, but it is a trend that Foodbank needs to be aware of and 
act upon where necessary.  We would welcome your prayers for all 
those families who are struggling and who need support. 
 

With God’s blessings  - Sue Beattie 
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Squirrels in Church 

Squirrels had overrun three churches in Fareham Town, Hampshire, 
UK. This amusing story was told to us by an old friend from the 
South coast of England: 
 

The vicars had tried everything in their power to remove them. After 
a great deal of prayer, the churchwardens of the first church          
determined that the animals were predestined to be there. Who were 
they to interfere with God's will? However, the squirrels continued to    
multiply. 
 

The second church's wardens also decided that they could not harm 
any of God's creatures; so they purchased some humane traps, 
caught the miscreants and set the squirrels free outside of town in 
the New Forest. Several days later, the squirrels returned much to 
the Parish Council's horror. 
 

It was only the third church, Holy Trinity, which succeeded in keeping 
the intruders away.  The vicar baptised the squirrels and registered 
them as members of the church. 
 

Now they only see them at Christmas and Easter.  

Source - Will and Guy's Humour 
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“The Forgotten Tales” 

Saturday 29th April, 7pm at the “Tab” 

“The Forgotten Tales” is a fast-paced, high energy, one-man       per-
formance, combining storytelling, poetic verse and a blend of   tradi-
tional and modern folk songs, to bring to life myths and legends from 
around the British Isles; the hilarious, the heroic and heart-breaking 
tales of magic, mystery, courtship and conflict. 
Jon Buckeridge (my nephew), was born and raised in Stroud, and 
attended Woodchester Primary School and Marling School. His   
passion for acting, performance and storytelling developed during 
those years, and he attended youth-theatre in Nailsworth. He studied 
for a degree in acting at the University of Wales, and since          
graduating in 2007 he has developed a broad experience of stage 
and screen performance. In 2014 Jon established his company,   
Parable Arts, specialising in small-scale storytelling productions    
described as “guerrilla theatre”, performing anywhere and            
everywhere. On 29th April at 7pm he will be performing at The Tab. 
Come along and bring your friends and family. 
Tickets are £10 for adults, £5 for under 18s, available from Jenny 
Wills or Carole Oosthuysen. 

Jenny   01453 763984,   j_m_wills@hotmail.com 

Carole  01453 872446,   oost@btopenworld.com  

Jenny Wills 

RTN  - How much does it cost ? 

Each monthly copy costs about 80p to produce and as we currently 
have 60 copies printed it is costing around £500 per year. If more 
people would be happy to receive it by email not only would there be 
a reduction in the cost, there would be less paper to recycle and all 
the pictures would be in colour!   
 

Contact: Gill Gyde  news@rodboroughtab.org.uk 

 

mailto:j_m_wills@hotmail.com
mailto:oost@btopenworld.com
mailto:news@rodboroughtab.org.uk
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Most of us experience money worries at some point in our lives. 
 

Thankfully though, few of us actually become ill because of the     
intense pressure of having to provide for our families. Patrick Njeru is 
a smallholder farmers living in the drought hit Embu region of rural 
Kenya. He and his family live in basic conditions and for years have 
struggled through terrible poverty to survive. 
  
Thanks to Traidcraft though, 51 year old Patrick is now making a  
better living. but before joining  Traidcraft's FIVE project (Flourishing 
in Vulnerable Environments}, everything was tough - he was finding it 
hard to grow enough crops to eat and sell, his family often went with-
out food and proper medical care, and he even had to withdraw his 
sons from school because he couldn't afford their school fees. 
 

These years of struggle took their tool on his health. 
 

"Before the project, I had many worries," said Patrick. " I was getting 
high blood pressure. It  was always about having no food, no money 
for school fees, medical bills and many other needs. 
 

Janet Ruminji works for Traidcraft i. Kenya. she said: " as much as 
he's acting strong I know his poverty put so much pressure on him. 
He ended up getting sick and that's another bad thing to happen to 
his family. Climate change is a significant problem in some parts of 
Kenya - rains which were once very predictable, sometimes don't 
come - or come earlier than normal, or later. This can be devastating 
to the poorest farmers like Patrick. 
 

Traidcraft's FIVE project works with thousands of farmers teaching 
them how to cope better with the effects of climate change, learn new 
skills, become organised to operate better as groups rather than in 
isolation, and give them access to more accurate weather forecasts. 
It's transforming lives. 
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"It's a big challenge because sometimes farmers lose their crop 
completely, or sometimes they don't get sufficient rain fall, and as a 
result they don't harvest a lot from their farm", says Janet. 
 

After becoming involved with the FIVE project, Patrick's income 
has risen by 50 percent. 
 

"Before the FIVE project, we never had enough harvest, both to eat 
or sell. I am now getting a bigger yield than before," he said. 
 

Roderick Stewart 
Head of Communications: Traidcraft 
 

 

 

Kindly spring again is here 

Kindly spring again is here, 
Trees and fields in bloom appear; 
Hark! the birds with artless lays 

Warble their creator’s praise. 
 

Where in winter all was snow, 
Now the flowers in clusters grow; 

And the corn, in green array, 
Promises a harvest-day. 

 Lord, afford a spring to me, 
Let me feel like what I see; 

Speak, and by Thy gracious voice, 
Make my drooping soul rejoice. 

 

On Thy garden deign to smile, 
Raise the plants, enrich the soil; 
Soon Thy presence will restore 

Life to what seemed dead before. 
 

John Newton 1725-1807   
Submitted by Maureen Arthur 



22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Too Beautiful for Words! 
 

Dearest Aggie, 
  

I have just finished unpacking the last box from your most recent 
consignment of amazing knitwear! Jerseys, little hats, the cutest  
teddy bears and dinky little mittens, all very precious to us and in the 
sight of our Lord Jesus! Thank you for your love and the time that 
you take to make sure that our little Nunus are taken care of in the 
Wintry Months and that the boxes arrive safely. 
  

It never ceases to amaze me that our children are taken care of by 
Grannies who they may never meet this side of heaven, but your 
support is consistent and love unconditional! Thank you!  
  

The boxes arrived with the most unseasonable cold front, after     
severe drought conditions having been experienced over the past 4 
months. 
Summer is usually very hot and humid with intermittent thunder-
showers and heavy rainfall that keeps our dams and reservoirs 
topped up, and our nations water supply at an even keel. This year 
has been a little different and there have been many areas that have 
been living under tight water restrictions. 
  

We had an unusual cold snap and your jerseys were here, ready 
and waiting! Precision timing! 
  

Thank you, Aggie for your amazing supply. I pray that you and your 
Lady Knitters are richly rewarded for their contributions, both now 
and in the world to come. 
  

Kind regards, 
Sue 
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Flower Rota  in April  
 2 Maureen Arthur in memory of Christopher & Meriel 
 9 Dorothy Ede in memory of her mother and all loved ones 

16 Maggie Small in memory of her mum & dad 

23 Ron Cook in memory of his grandparents 

30  Juliana Daniels in memory of her grandmas 

 

Services In  April 
 2 Ron Cook     (HC- Rev Eric Massey) 
 9 Rev Eric Massey  Palm Sunday 

13 Rev Eric Massey   Maundy Thurs 

14 Brian Oosthuysen  Good Friday 

16 Rev Dr John Sutcliffe  Easter Sunday 

23 Café church 

30 Elders    Leprosy Mission 

 

 

Grace 

Joy is the message of Easter 
Hope is the message of Spring 

When flowers begin to bloom again 

And birds begin to sing. 
 

The winters’ cold is over  
The sun shines warm and clear 

The days are bright and hearts are light 
Easter time is here! 

 

“Have a Happy Easter” 
 

Unknown 

Submitted by Maureen Arthur 
 

 

Prayer chain contact for April:  Diana Davis 01452 762373 

      Email dianacd8@gmail.com 
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Contacts: 
 Minister:    Rev Eric Massey  01453 766389 

     Email: minister@rodboroughtab.org.uk   
Secretary:    Mary Evans             01453 756330 

    E mail: secretary@rodboroughtab.org.uk 

Treasurer:   Clive Malcolm   01453 873373 

  Email: treasurer@rodboroughtab.org.uk 

Hall Bookings:  John Rohrbeck    01452 812934 
    Email: hallhire@rodboroughtab.org.uk 

 

Website: www.rodboroughtab.org 

Church Mobile:  07925996455 

  

All Sunday services held @ 10.30 am unless noti-
fied 

Bible Study and Holy Communion  
Every Tuesday in the Manse 10am – 12.00 

 

 R.T.N   Gill Gyde   01452 812587 

    Email: news@rodboroughtab.org.uk 

 

Copy date for next issue : April 23rd  
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